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Export of Australian Agricultural Products

How Australia’s food producers will meet Japan’s Positive List of maximum
residue limits for agricultural and veterinary chemicals

Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) revised the Food Sanitation Law in 2003 to empower
a ‘Positive List’ approach to regulating residues of agricultural and veterinary chemicals in food. The
Japanese positive list system, which will come into effect on 29 May 20086, is very similar to the system that
Australia has had in place for many years. During the development of Japan’s positive list, Australia
cooperated closely with the MHLW. The information Australia provided, along with that provided by the United
States, Canada, the European Union, New Zealand, the international Codex Alimentarius Commission
(Codex) , as well as Japanese registration withholding limits, has been used by MHLW to establish the new
Japanese provisional maximum residue limits (MRLs). In addition, Australia provided comments on each of

the three drafts of Japan’s provisional maximum residue limits.

When establishing maximum residue limits in Australia, the Australian Government undertakes scientific risk
assessments which meet international standards, and include consideration of extensive toxicological and
residues data and use of internationally recognised methods for assessing dietary exposure for consumer
safety. As far as possible, the Australian Government seeks to harmonise with maximum residue limits
established by Codex, but in many cases maximum residue limits different to Codex levels are set to reflect
chemicals usage patterns needed to control pests and diseases specific to Australian conditions and to reflect
national agricultural practices. This approach is consistent with that taken by the Japanese government in the

development of the positive list.

Australian growers, processors and exporters have been informed of Japan’s new maximum residue limits
through extensive consultation and outreach programs. Australian growers and producers will ensure that
Australian agricultural products will meet Japan’s new provisional maximum residue limits when exported to
Japan, through amendment of export slaughter intervals and export harvest intervals for agricultural and

veterinary chemicals where required.
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Australia produces and exports a significant amount of agricultural commaodities and food products to countries
which also operate a positive list system. Domestic and overseas consumers are protected by government
and industry programs to assure the safety of these goods, in particular in regard to minimising residues of
agricultural and veterinary chemicals. These programs, which are underpinned by Commonwealth and
State/Territory Government legislation, contribute to a holistic approach to food safety and residue
management in Australia. This approach has proved effective in positioning Australia as a highly regarded
producer and supplier of safe agricultural commodities and food products. Moreover, these programs are
based on sound science and are consistent with international policy and standards for ensuring safe and

suitable food.

The Australian regulation and management of agricultural and veterinary chemical is detailed in the attached
pamphlet: “An Overview of Australia’s National System for Managing Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals”.
This pamphlet focuses on the role of the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA)
and Food Standards Australia and New Zealand (FSANZ), which are both statutory bodies established under
Australian Government legislation. Japanese customers can be assured that Australian food and agricultural
products are produced under international recognised standards and will meet the requirements of the new

Japanese Positive List System for maximum residue limits.

For further information about Australia’s management of agricultural and veterinary chemicals contact the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Phone: 02 6272 5507 within Australia or +61 2 6272 5507

Email: psi@daff.gov.au.
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